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GOOD NEWS!
CAÑON SAVED FOR 2010

North Cheyenne Cañon Park will be open and operating as normal in 2010!

How is this possible in the face of the fact that the City announced it would
be closed in 2010? The answer is that we have concerned and generous
neighbors who responded to our recent call for help and responded by
providing funds, which we ran through the GIVE! Campaign. This effort
raised $34,000 during the last 9-weeks of 2009. We are blessed and
grateful for this wonderful help.

The City of Colorado Springs challenged each park, community center and
museum to find alternative funding sources for 2010 (and beyond). The
Friends of Cheyenne Cañon, our members, volunteers and friends all
answered the challenge with extraordinary generosity and our park will
operate as normal for the 2010 season.

You should all be very proud of this achievement.!
Lee Wolf, President
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Cañon saved for 2010 – the numbers!

Estimated Need For 2010

2 Open and Staffed Visitor Centers $100,000
Part Time Help For Park Ranger 15,000
Trails, Clean-Up 7,000
Marketing 13,000

Total Need $135,000

And the response!

City—3-Months Of Visitor Centers $29,000
Profit From Programs and Events 21,000
Retail Profit 10,000
Cash Donations 11,000
Member Dues 8,000
GIVE! Campaign 34,000
Friends Reserves 22,000

Total Provided $135,000

Our thanks once again to Bristol Brewing!

Last July, Bristol Brewing Company released the 2009 version of its Cheyenne
Cañon Ale. And while it had a delicious malty character with a hint of nuttiness
from roasted pine nuts, that's not what made it special to the Friends of Cheyenne
Cañon. What made it especially noteworthy to us was that for the third year in a
row, Bristol was planning to donate 100% of the proceeds from the sale of that
beer to the Friends of Cheyenne Cañon.

This past December, Bristol made good on their plan and handed us a check for
$15,920. That money will go straight to the fund for building a new Visitor Center
at Helen Hunt Falls. Thanks, Mike, and everyone at Bristol Brewing. And don't
forget to look for Cheyenne Cañon Ale 2010 in bottles or at the brewery this
summer. Every time you enjoy this award-winning brown ale you're doing our part
to support the Cañon!
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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING – Chris Beyer

The annual Friends of Cheyenne Cañon Member Meeting was held on December 11, 2009 at the Broadmoor
Community Church. Over 120 enthusiastic members gathered for socializing, dessert and to discover the
scope of park activities in 2009 and the future of park operations in 2010. Program Coordinator, Cathy
Railton, reported that volunteers contributed a grand total of 8,073 hours equivalent to 1,009 – 8-hour
days. Total monetary value of 2009 volunteerism was $165,500 !! Other stats included:

61,605 visited indoors at Helen Hunt Falls and Starsmore Discovery Center
26,315 visited Starsmore Discovery Center
35,290 visited inside the Helen Hunt Falls Visitor Center & 64,787 were counted outside at the Falls
231 combined days open at Helen Hunt Falls Visitor Center and Starsmore Discovery Center
14,829 participated in interpretive walks and talks at Helen Hunt Falls
2,684 participated in formal School and Youth Programs at Starsmore
3,215 visited the Hummingbird Festival
948 hours contributed by teen volunteers;

3,342 hours contributed by adults at the two Centers
1,921 hours contributed by Friends Board Members
1,862 hours contributed working on trails and Cañon Clean-Ups

The meeting’s highlight was the recognition of Ranger Ron Leasure’s service to North Cheyenne Cañon
Park. Ron began as the ranger in North Cheyenne Cañon Park in 1986. Ron’s contributions have made the
park what it is today – a gem of a park. Ron was around for the first Hummingbird Festival. He started the
Cañon Clean-ups. He was there when the Trails Committee was founded and guided it in the restoration
and maintenance of Cañon trails. Being an Eagle Scout himself he has organized 40 Eagle Scout projects
which have enhanced the beauty and safety of the park. Not only has the park been Ron’s work it has
been his playground as he has hiked, biked and climbed its trails and rocks. Every nook and cranny of the
park has been touched by Ron’s hands and heart. We have been the beneficiaries of Ron’s love for the
Cañon. We wish Ron the very best in his retirement and hope he will find time to continue to exercise his
talents and skills in the park.

Four volunteers were honored at the meeting for their exceptional contributions to the park

First Annual Founders’ Award
Thelma Peck

2009

Thelma moved to Colorado Springs in 1996. She immediately began to participate in the guided hikes in
the park. In 2000 she joined the Board of the Friends and contributed as treasurer and CPA. When the
opportunity presented itself for the Friends to take over retail sales at the visitor centers Thelma said,

“We can do that”. With her retail skills Thelma has built important revenue generating operations at each
visitor center. Thelma’s commitment, loyalty and continuous contributions to the Friends have been a

mainstay of the organization.
We salute you as a remarkable ‘can do’ person.



Report of the Annual Meeting - continued

Volunteer of the Year
Nanette Greening

2009

Nanette grew up in the neighborhood of North Cheyenne Cañon Park. As a child she and her
family enjoyed and loved the park. Nanette began volunteering in the park in 1994. In 2009
she volunteered 634 hours and over the years she has volunteered incalculable hours at both

Starsmore and Helen Hunt Falls. Ranger Ron has dubbed Nanette “mayor of the Cañon”. You
have a question about the Park? Ask “the mayor”!

Trails Award
John Fuller

2009

John took the newly formed Trails Committee and turned it into a powerhouse. When
corporate, school or military units call looking for trail work on a special day John finds a way
to accommodate them. He also nurtured a $110,000 Trails Grant from start to finish. If it’s
Friday morning, John will be working on the trails and he has a following of others who help

regardless of the weather. John’s handprint on the trails will be ever present.

Environment Award
National Charity League

2009

When mothers and daughters join together great things happen. North Cheyenne Cañon Park
has been the beneficiary of great things from National Charity League for many years. In

particular, they have been consistently on hand for the Hummingbird Festival and Cañon Clean-
ups. We are pleased to recognize their years of service to the Cañon.
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THANK OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT!!

719-633-8709

833 N. Tejon 719-635-3833

Robin Jones, Director Kevin Cooke, Owner Chelsea Pullara, Owner Julie McIntyre, Owner
719-634-6361 Martin Grier, Innkeeper 1801 Cheyenne Blvd. 1824 Cheyenne Blvd.

robin@web-enabler.com 2030 W. Cheyenne Blvd 719-475-0888 719-477-0267
719-633-0625
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Meet the new Ranger – Jeff Haley

The Friends of North Cheyenne Cañon welcome Jeff Haley to the park as our
new ranger. Jeff is taking over for Ron Leasure who has retired after 23 years
of dedicated service. Jeff is a landscape architect and had been working for
the city parks planning and design department for the past 5 years.

Jeff brings many talents and experiences to his new position. He has done
maintenance work for the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, is a certified
trails construction supervisor and knows how to work with volunteers and
coordinate projects.

Jeff has experience in the Cañon having worked with Ron many times over
the years. He was deeply involved in the planning and construction of the two
bridge projects: the Mt. Cutler and Mid- Columbine trails.

Jeff will also oversee Bear Creek Cañon and will occasionally help out in
other parks, but North Cheyenne Cañon will be his top priority.

Jeff has a degree in landscape architecture from Texas Tech University. He,
his wife and 18-month old son will live in North Cheyenne Cañon in the
ranger’s residence.

Welcome Jeff!

THE BLUE STAR
1645 S. Tejon
719-632-1086
www.thebluestar.net

summerland gardens

Mike Bristol,
Owner
1647 S. Tejon
719-633-2555

226 N. Tejon 719-633-0732
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Top 10 Reasons to Volunteer in North Cheyenne Cañon Park

#10: It's good for you. Volunteering provides physical and mental rewards. It:

o Reduces stress: Experts report that when you focus on someone other than
yourself, it interrupts usual tension-producing patterns.

o Makes you healthier: Moods and emotions, like optimism, joy, and control over
one's choices, strengthen the immune system.

#9: It saves resources. Volunteering provides valuable services so visitor centers can
be open earlier, later and longer; programs, education and trail maintenance can
be optimized. The estimated value of a volunteer's time is $20.44 per hour.

#8: Volunteers gain professional experience. Leadership opportunities abound.

#7: It brings people together. As a volunteer you work with a variety of people and
meet people from diverse backgrounds. You become part of the park team.

#6: It promotes personal growth and self esteem. Contributing to the successful
operation of this unique and outstanding city park will be a source of pride.

#5: Volunteering strengthens your community. As a volunteer you help support
families; educate youth; beautify the park and community.

#4: You learn a lot. You may discover hidden talents that will enrich your life. You
will gain knowledge of the many resources the park has to offer.

#3: You get a chance to give back. You will be supporting a park that you yourself
use or that benefits people you care about.

#2: Volunteering encourages civic responsibility. Community service and
volunteerism are an investment in our community and the people who live in it.

#1: You make a difference. Every person counts!

Special Needs:

Retail Coordinator - works with other volunteers and committees to stock the visitor
center gift shops and handle the money

Chairpersons for once a year events: Hummingbird Festival; Bike Time Trials; Trail
Running events; Canya Cañon

Public Relations – works with Friends of Cheyenne Cañon and park Program Coordinator
to publicize park events
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2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY
12th - Volunteer Training: 10am - 4pm

Overview of Programs, Retail, & Front Desk
16th - Outdoor Education Programs offered

AUGUST
8th - Mountain Trail Running Race

14th- Canvases in the Cañon
21st - Tipi Bldg./Ute Heritage Workshop

Public Program 9:30 - 12:30
30th - Helen Hunt Falls Closed until

Labor Day Weekend

MARCH
12th - Volunteer Training: 10am - 4pm

Details for Outdoor Education
Review for Retail, & Front Desk

20th & 27th - Starsmore Open for Spring Break
Saturdays 10am - 4pm

23rd, 24th, & 25th - Junior Ranger Base Camp -
9am - noon

SEPTEMBER
1st, Starsmore Open for Fall Programs:

Tuesdays - Saturdays: 9am - 3pm
Education Programs = primary focus
Retail Store Open = Volunteer Dependent 2nd

- Volunteer Training:
Overview Education Programs

3rd - Outdoor Education Programs offered
5th, & 6th - Helen Hunt Falls Final Days
11th - Teacher Recertification course: 9am - 5pm

Tipi Raising and Ute Heritage Workshop
25th - Cañon Clean-up/National Public Lands Day

APRIL
3rd - Starsmore Open for Spring Programs:

Tuesdays - Saturdays: 9am - 3pm
Education Programs = primary focus
Retail Store Open = Volunteer Dependent TBA

-Hike Leader Training,
17th - Teacher Recertification course: 9am - 5pm

Project Wet - Native Waters
24th -Spring Cañon Clean-up: 8am-1pm

OCTOBER
Events to be scheduled later

NOVEMBER
Events to be scheduled later

MAY

8th -Hummingbird Festival: 10am - 4pm
22nd - Trail Maintenance Day
29th - Helen Hunt Fall Open for Summer

11am - 5pm
29th - Starsmore Closed one week until June 5th

DECEMBER
TBA - Volunteer & Member Dinner

JUNE
Helen Hunt Falls is the Summer Priority

Open daily: 11am - 5pm
4th -Teen Volunteer & Adult Summer Training

11am- 5pm at HHFalls
5th - Starsmore Open - 11am - 5pm

Wednesday - Sunday
Volunteers Dependent

26th - Trail Maintenance Day

EVENTS TO BE SCHEDULED

TBA- Bicycle Time Trials
TBA - Mountain Bike Race
TBA- Canya Cañon?

JULY
17th - Tipi Raising Ute Heritage Workshop

Public Program 9:30 - 12:30
19th to 23rd - Cheyenne Cañon Camp
24th - Trail Maintenance Day
25th - Dirty Thirty Dualthlon




